PLEASE READ – DO NOT DISCARD
Mrs. Nzeza

Course Descriptions
Language Arts
Standard 1 – Listening, viewing and speaking skills – This standard will be met through reading aloud, discussion groups, speech competitions, and podcasting.  
Speech Competitions – All students are required to write and give a speech for the Tropicana Speech Competition, usually held in March.  

Standard 2 – Structural analysis and vocabulary skills – Vocabulary will be taught in context and through weekly word study – generally 5 words a week related to what they are either reading or writing – this includes spelling.  
Standard 3 – Reading and literature interpretation skills – Students will develop in this area by using pre- during- and after-reading skills to interpret and make meaning of text.  I use teacher/author, Nancie Atwell’s approach in my classroom. Essentially, students will receive mini lessons on skills, practice and apply skills, and read and write in “workshops.”  
READING/HOMEWORK REQUIREMENT
Students must read every night for homework in language arts! Reading should last for a minimum of 20 minutes.  I will not assign “busy” work, so expect for this reading time to be honored.   

Standard 4 – Study and reference skills – This standard will be met through research on various topics, participation in the History Fair, and other activities. 
Standard 5 – Writing skills – Formal and informal writing will be required. Students will be refining their understanding of steps in the writing process and will write for various audiences and purposes throughout the year.

Standard 6 – Grammar/mechanics/spelling – Students will work on improving these skills throughout the year during our writing workshops. Appropriate grammar, mechanics and spelling is required at all times. 
A BIT ABOUT WORK ETHIC
It’s important to me that students come to school prepared and ready to learn. That includes having their supplies and making an effort to complete the homework assigned or the activity of the day to the best of his or her ability. I will not allow students to turn in sub-standard and/or incomplete work, just as I wouldn’t expect them to allow me to design sub-standard lessons or come to my job unprepared.
Mrs. Nzeza

Course Descriptions
World Cultures
Standard 1 – Focusing skills and knowledge

Students will practice analyzing and interpreting information from maps, graphs, timelines, and primary and secondary sources. I use geographic representations as bell work everyday, but students will also refine these skills during the History Fair and coursework throughout the year. 

HISTORY FAIR
All students are required to participate in the History Fair. This year’s theme is The Individual in History: Actions and Legacies. You can find out more by visiting: http://www.nationalhistoryday.org/. Please begin thinking about who you might be interested in researching NOW.
Standard 2 through Standard 5 – Geography, Culture, History, and Economics

Sixth grade students learn about the geography, culture, history, and economics of Asia, Africa, and Australia. I use the History & Geography Alive curriculum, which incorporates Howard Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences and targets multiple learning styles.  
I have traveled to both Australia and Asia and absolutely love teaching about these two incredible continents. I have not made it to Africa yet, but someday hope to!
PLEASE DO NOT DISCARD 

Please contact me anytime you feel necessary (before 9:00 p.m. please) 
Home phone: 755–1945 – Tues. Wed. Thurs. Karate nights
School phone: 359-5824 ext. 60954 – Planning is from 

School email: Jennifer_nzeza@sarasota.k12.fl.us
Homework
Students will be required to read every night for Language Arts, so will only receive homework for social studies when absolutely necessary – Generally, this homework will be finishing an assignment started in class – maximum 3 times per week.

TEAM WEBSITE – Please refer to our team website for weekly homework: http://mysite.verizon.net/resvkn16/
Grading Policy – World Cultures


Grading Policy – Language Arts
Class Discussions – 30%



Reading Assignments – 30%
Class Assignments – 30%



Writing Assignments – 30%
Projects – 20%




Projects – 20%
Tests/Quizzes – 20%



Tests/Quizzes – 20%
PARENTS: Please sign here if you’ve read this form. ___________________________________________

