Podcasting with and for our Peers
An Independent Learning Project
PURPOSE:
The purpose of your last Independent Learning Project for sixth grade is for you to demonstrate your understanding of the concepts you’ve learned throughout your year with me, including: 

· how to write and edit a piece of writing (in this case, an entire podcast show) using correct grammar, mechanics, and spelling

· how to write and edit a piece of writing using creative and personal touches, including sensory language (sight, sound, touch, taste, hearing), figurative language (similes, metaphors, puns, personification, etc.) 
· how to use the Internet and other sources, such as newspapers, people, documentaries, or organizations to research a topic thoroughly

· how to cite the sources that were used 
· how to write without plagiarizing other people’s work
· how to use your personal interests and perspective to make your work meaningful to you and your peers

· how to work cooperatively with your peers





· how to be responsible for your learning




_________________
· how to read aloud clearly and fluently with expression


Parents initial here that 
you read and discussed the purpose of this ILP with your child.
SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS:

1. You must work in a group of no less than 2 and no more than 4 of your peers. 
2. As a group, choose an informative/educational theme (from the choices below) for one podcast show. Theme choices include: 
· Stereotypes

· Personal changes

· Developing identity

· Friendships

· Heroes

· Justice/injustice

· Our changing world

· Human rights

· Effects of media





__________________
· Global conflicts





Parents initial here that 
· Cultural diversity





you read and discussed 

· Environmental protection




these theme choices with
· Personal expression





your child.
· Metaphors

· Common pressures

· Courage 

· Community

3. As a group, design/create/write/mix an entire podcast show around the theme you choose – choose wisely.
4. Include EACH group member recording at least one segment of the show. 

· If you are in a group of 4, each individual segment must be a minimum of 2 minutes in length

· If you are in a group of 3, each individual segment must be a minimum of 3 minutes in length

· If you are in a group of 2, each individual segment must be a minimum of 4 minutes in length

5. Include music related to the theme at the beginning and at the end (ask me for ideas). 
6. Include transitions between each segment within the podcast spoken by a narrator.

7. Include a live recording of someone/something NOT in the group - the recording must be related to the theme and could be any one of the following: 
· Nature sounds

· Interviews

· Recycling sounds

· People working/performing/in conversation


__________________
Parents initial here that you read and discussed these requirements with your child. 
IMPORTANT THINGS TO REMEMBER: 

· I am very serious about plagiarism. If I discover you have plagiarized, you will be given a zero for this assignment and your name(s) will be given to the administration. 

· Your entire podcast show can be no less than 8 minutes in length – regardless of how many people you have in your group (not including the music). 

· Your music can not take up more than 45 seconds of the entire podcast show.
· Each group member must take responsibility for one segment of the show.

· Your group must sign up to “rent” a hand-held recorder for your live recording.

· Your group must sign up to record your podcast segments – and you CANNOT wait to do all the recording until the end. Recording can be completed at home, during T-time, before and after school, and during class if there is extra time.
· Group members must take turns helping mix the podcast show.

	Requirement 
	Date Due: 



	Talk about the ILP with your parents and get signatures – Do over the weekend and bring in by
(The signatures count for a grade!)
	April 14

	Decide who you will work with and choose a theme – Choose WISELY and decide by
(Parents must approve)
	April 16

	Show Mrs. Nzeza a complete PROJECT OUTLINE that each member contributes to that includes answers to the following questions (see sample outline): 

· What is your theme and what are your ideas for each segment related to the theme?

· W ho will do what part of the show? 

· What will your live recording be of? 

· Where will you gather your research? 
	April 21

	Sign up to “rent” a hand-held recorder – for 1-2 nights
	April 21 – May 16

	Record segments – as you finish them, you should record them – remember, you can do this at home
Show Mrs. Nzeza recorded music and at least one segment by

Show Mrs. Nzeza at least two completed segments by 
	Ongoing

May 2

May 9

	Complete recording of entire show


	May 23

	“Present” recording to the class and community (post on the Internet in mp3 form)
	May 27 – May 29


______________________________________________________

Parents, please sign here that you have read this document with your child, and that you have reviewed the sample project outline and understand what is expected. 
If you have any questions, please email or call.

Sample Project Outline:

Theme – Developing Identity

Ideas for each segment related to the theme
Group Member 1: Writing and reading aloud a poem by a group member about learning about self and growing up from an elementary student to a middle school student – how group member is starting to view the world, him/her self, and others. 
Group Member 2:  A book review of a book with the “Developing Identity” theme that a group member has read – with a thorough explanation of how the character developed throughout the book and how – possibly some personal connections included, or real-life examples. 
Group Member 3: A summary of the research a group member found online and through an interview with the school counselor about how kids develop their identity at different ages – focusing on middle and early high school kids and the obstacles they face as a result. 
Group Member 4:  A live recording of an interview with a high school student or an adult about their thoughts on this theme – a list of pre-written questions accompany this piece.

Music related to this theme – We plan to use short clips from “You’re Still You,” by Josh Groban, and “Beautiful Day,” by U2
Where we’ll get our research
Group member 1: will use http://www.poemhunter.com to find a few poems that deal with identity, teens, adolescence and use the poems we’ve been reading in class as inspiration for an original poem. This group member will also record sounds related to the poem. 
Group member 2: will read one or two of the following books: Born Confused, by Tanuja Desai Hidier; Cubanita, by Gaby Triana; Fresh off the Boat, by Melissa de la Cruz; Chloe Leiberman (Sometimes Wong), by Carrie Rosten; or Nothing But the Truth (and a Few White Lies), by Justina Chen Headley. 
Group Member 3: will read and take notes from these websites and write a summary: “Identity and Adolescence – How Adults can Help” http://www.ncyi.org/www/docs/6.55/identity__adolescents.html, “Ethnic Identity and Adolescence” http://edweb.sdsu.edu/people/CGuanipa/ethnic.htm, “The Psychological Changes of Adolescence” http://scholar.lib.vt.edu/ejournals/ALAN/fall94/Stringer.html. 
Group member 4: has an older sister we can interview and we plan to get our questions and data for the interview from the following websites, “Identity Development – Aspects of Identity” from http://social.jrank.org/pages/322/Identity-Development.html, “Parenting Styles may Influence Teen’s Ethnic Identity” from http://news-service.stanford.edu/pr/92/920501Arc2244.html, and we will use some of the information from the counselor for this. We can also talk to our church youth group leader about this topic. 
