Independent Working Skills

To ensure that students who need help with independent classwork get it promptly:

· Create easy-to-follow 'strategy' sheet that lays out academic problem-solving steps in a clear manner for student to refer to as needed. Give copies of this model to each student, and mount poster-size versions on classroom walls. 

· Teach students acceptable, unobtrusive ways to get academic assistance from peers. 

· Put together 'help-signal' program: when a student gets 'stuck' on seatwork, he or she displays help-signal (e.g., brightly colored index card) on desk, switches to other work until teacher is freed up to approach and provide assistance. 

· Train classmates (or even older students from another classroom) to serve as floating 'peer-tutors' during seatwork, circulating around classroom to help students in difficulty. 
· Teach the student to use an assignment planner or agenda book.  

· Reinforce the student for using it correctly.
· Provide the student with instructional aids when needed (e.g., highligher, pre-written notes, chart of multiplication tables, etc.)

· Pair the student with a peer who can aid the student on completing tasks, using an agenda book, or organizational skills.

· Remain in contact with parent and enlist their help at home in teaching study skills and the importance of school.

To get the student to complete and bring in homework or to finish long-range assignments:

· Help the student to prioritize assignments by importance and deadline. 

· Establish a homework contract with the student's parent (in coordination with the school, the parent records the student's completion of homework and provides appropriate daily and/or weekly rewards). 

· Have the student write homework assignments into a daily planner. Check the planner at the end of each day to ensure that the student has written down all assignments accurately. Check also that the student has all necessary textbooks, materials, etc. 

· Discuss with the parent the student's need for an organized study area at home, as well as the benefit of a fixed nightly schedule for completing homework. 

· Conference with the student to break long-range assignments into shorter subtasks. Help the student to construct a timeline/schedule for completing these subtasks. 

