Auditory Processing

· Preferential seating near instruction may be necessary to ensure the student is attending and understanding verbally presented material

· Introduction of taping lectures or textbooks would be beneficial

· Encourage and model use of visual and graphic organizers for assignments and projects

· Provide note-taking assistance in the form of class notes, fill-in-the-blank class notes that the student completes during lectures or peer note taking assistance

· Do not penalize the student for difficulties in reading, decoding, or spelling; provide separate grades for mechanics and content. 

· Allow extra time for reading, writing, and testing assignments. Reduce distractions (especially auditory ones) to a minimum during these activities. 

· Devise activities that reinforce the student’s ability to discriminate between “real” and “silly” (nonsense) words. 

· For development of spelling skills, dictate short words with regular sound-symbol correspondence for the student to write. Pronounce words slowly so that the student can hear the separate phonemes. Have him/her pronounce each sound as she/he writes the letter or letter combinations. 

· When you speak, face the student, enunciate clearly, and have the student watch your mouth as the sounds are made. Pause between clauses or ideas. In the most extreme of cases, fit the student with an auditory trainer so that teacher’s voice is amplified; this makes it easier for the student to focus on verbalizations rather than being distracted by background noise. 

· There is a correlation of moderate size between poor auditory processing and behavioral/ interpersonal problems (most likely related to poor pragmatics). Guidance counseling may be beneficial (especially in group setting). 

