Fluid Reasoning (Gf)

Research indicates that one of the most difficult areas for students with learning problems is that of abstract reasoning and mathematics. Gf abilities are those most often described in the literature as representing “g”. Remember that Gf abilities are ones that are most difficult to remediate beyond the student’s natural course of development. Most intervention activities designed to stimulate these abilities do not generalize to new tasks. 

· Encourage the use of manipulative to develop concepts. 

· Attempt to teach concepts in a concrete manner. Use concrete cues in all directions, telling the student exactly what to do at each step. 

· Require a considerable amount of over learning. 

· At the secondary level, help the student select courses that emphasize practical and experiential learning and do not require a high level of abstract reasoning. 

· Provide the student with a list of procedures to follow when working with tasks that involve problem solving. 

· Do not introduce abstract concepts until you are sure the student has mastered the prerequisite skills. 

· Even when the final solutions or answers are incorrect, provide the student with encouragement and praise for persistence in problem solving and attempts to discover a solution. 

