Language Interventions
To communicate clearly with students:
· Post a daily classroom schedule. Preview the schedule with students and highlight academic and behavioral expectations for each activity. Leave the schedule up through the entire day. 

· Speak in a clear voice that all students can hear easily ('strong teacher instructional signal'). Be sure that all students can see the board or projection screen without difficulty. 

· Make eye contact with the student before giving directions. Have the student repeat directions back to you before beginning assignment. 

· Use simple, clear language when communicating with the child. 

· Keep instructions brief. Break multi-step directions into smaller subsets-and have the student complete one subset before advancing to another.
· Write assignments or complex directions on the board in addition to saying them.
To ensure student understanding of newly introduced academic material:
· Structure lessons so that they contain no more than one-quarter new material. (Students are most successful when they can 'anchor' new concepts to known information.) 

· Match student's level of instruction to ability level to guarantee him or her high rate of success (80% or greater). 

· Use a 'think-aloud' approach: Talk through the steps of a problem-solving strategy as you teach it so that students can understand and internalize those steps. Then have them use the same 'think-aloud' approach as they work through the strategy, so that you can observe them and offer feedback. 

· Give the student your master notes as a guide for improving or expanding his or her own notes. Or at the end of each class period, have the student compare his or her notes for thoroughness and accuracy against those of a classmate who takes thorough notes. 

