Long Term Retrieval/Long Term Memory

· Review previously taught material frequently ('distributed review & drill'). Come up with high-interest learning activities that allow the student to practice skills without drudgery. 

· Train the student to 'help out' as a tutor in younger classrooms. The tutor can help children on academic material that the tutor has already mastered but should continue to practice (e.g., multiplication skills) 

· When teaching the student facts, introduce only as much information the student is able to master in a session

· Before requiring automaticity or rapid recall of facts, make sure that the student understands and is able to demonstrate the underlying concepts.  When teaching factual information provide as much review and repetition as needed for mastery

· Present information in a multisensory fashion – e.g., verbally, hands-on, written, and have the student restate understanding.  Doing so may provide the student multiple retrieval methods versus relying on a single retrieval strategy

· Provide support for use of memory strategies e.g., verbal rehearsal, chunking, visual images, graphic organizers, mnemonics etc.

· Introduce new information that is clearly associated with knowledge the student has already mastered
· Provide intensive review, repetition, and over learning at each step. 

· Introduce only as many facts, words, etc., as the student is able to learn in a session. 

· Provide the student with lists, notes, or summaries that will help organization and, subsequently, facilitate recall. Make it a priority that good note taking is occurring. 

· Provide immediate feedback of results. This may be accomplished with small group instruction, programmed learning materials, or a microcomputer. 

· When introducing new information and skills, provide the student with pictures to look at or a way to visualize and form associations regarding what she/he is learning. 

· Ensure teachers understand that the student has a processing deficit in long-term recall and that this will affect several areas of achievement and not just one. 

· Modifications in instruction and assessment can help students with deficits in long-term retrieval. 

· Test skills more frequently; avoid long periods of time between presentation of information and assessment of retention. 

· Avoid fill in the blank or essay questions when possible; if not, allow for open book or open note testing. 

· Utilize multiple choice and/or matching testing formats when possible. Provide key formulas or operations at the top of the test. 

· Provide memory aiding devices at school: spell checkers, calculator, multiplication chart on desk, tape or video recording of lesson, notes, or books. 

· Allow for review of information before presentation of new concepts or taking tests; mini study period. 

· Appreciate the fact that students can demonstrate mastery of important concepts besides taking a standardized skills test. 
