Mathematics Interventions

Use diagnostic teaching to evaluate the student’s mastery of the prerequisite skills necessary to learn the skills currently presented in the classroom.  Plan a program to teach the necessary skills.

1. Teach the student practical (i.e., real world) applications to mathematics concepts.

2. Teach counting words by using rhymes and stories (e.g., “One, Two, buckle my shoe”)

3. Practice memorizing and understanding the sequence of numbers 0-20.  After 20, the English numbers are extremely regular and can be produced by fairly simple rules.  Teach these rules directly.

Example of Rules:

a. A number with 9 tells that there is a shift to the next decade of numbers

b. Show the student that each decade of numbers is similar (i.e., starts with the tens number and just adds the 1,2,3.

1. Provide the student with a number chart so that she can see the pattern of number sequence.

2. Practice writing numbers through a guided sequence (i.e., tracing lines – tracing many dots – tracing few dots – producing number independently).

3. Provide the student with use of a calculator.

Basic Math

1. Provide practice to increase automaticity of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division knowledge.

2. Teach touch math strategies for addition

3. Provide computation sheets or calculators 

Math Reasoning

1. Say the problem aloud

2. Say it in your own words paraphrase the problem

3. See the problem – draw a picture, make a table, etc.

a. State the problem – underline important information; “What I know is..,” 

b. “What I want to find out is..,” 


c. Complete the statement “If….then….”

4. Estimate – guess at what the answer might be

5. Solve & Self-check – add, subtract, multiply or divide following math steps - review the estimate – does it make sense?

