Written Expression

1. Teach the student how to recognize sentence boundaries for writing complete sentences and including the appropriate ending punctuation marks.

2. Teach the student punctuation and capitalization rules sequentially, one rule at a time, with practice in a variety of situations (e.g., worksheets, finding the use of the rule in reading, writing sentences and paragraphs, and editing one’s own work or a peer’s).
3. Make a list of the student’s most frequent writing errors.  Have him use this list when he proofreads his papers.

4. Emphasize prewriting activities (e.g., brainstorming, semantic mapping) to help the student organize ideas prior to writing.  Use of visual organizers such as writing webs or semantic maps have been found to be helpful in aiding students in organizing thoughts before writing.
Fluency Steps

1. Write a short, simple declarative sentence that makes one statement.

2. Write three sentences about the sentence in Step 1 that are clearly and directly about the whole idea of the first sentence, not just a part of it.

3. Write four to five sentences about each of the three sentences in Step 2.  Do not introduce new ideas, just add details and specifics for the three sentences.

4. Construct paragraph by introducing the sentence from Step 1.  Provide a list of transition and connecting words.  Introduce the third sentence and connect the four or five sentences to support.  Continue for the last two sentences.

Example:

Step 1:  I do not like going shopping at the mall.

Step 2: 
I do not like walking through stores.  I do not like trying on clothes. I do not like paying high prices.
Step 3:
I do not like walking through stores.  The stores are always crowded.  I have to push my way to things I want to look at.  I get tired of going from store to store.

I do not like trying on clothes.  I feel uncomfortable in dressing rooms.  I get tired of taking everything off and then putting it back on.  It is annoying when the store helpers keep bugging you.

I do not like paying high prices.  Prices at the mall are always very high.  If I go to Walmart I can get cheaper prices.  The mall only carries name brands that are expensive.  I do not think name brands are worth their price.

Step 4:
I do not like going shopping at the mall.  First, I get tired of walking all around the mall because the stores are always crowded, and I have to push my way to look at things.  All of this makes me very tired.  Secondly, I do not like trying on clothes because I feel uncomfortable in the dressing room with the store helper always bugging me.  Having to take everything on and off just to try on something else bugs me too.  Lastly, I do not like paying the high prices the mall stores charge for their name brand clothes.  The clothes are not worth the money and I can get the same quality at Walmart.
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Writing Mechanics

1. Teach the student punctuation and capitalization rules sequentially, one rule at a time, with practice in a variety of situations (e.g., worksheets, finding the use of the rule in reading, writing sentences and paragraphs, and editing one’s own work or a peer’s).

2. Have the student keep a list of the punctuation and capitalization rules that s/he is learning on an index card as a reference when editing writing.

3. Provide the student with a visual reminder of grammatical rules (e.g. COPS Badge – Capitalization, Organization, Punctuation, Spelling).

4. To help with organizational strategies during writing, a visual organizer could be used to help the student organize ideas before they start writing a story (e.g., a story web).

5. Make sure that the student masters one punctuation or capitalization rule before introducing another.

Spelling

1. Have the student enter frequently used words that s/he has difficulty spelling alphabetically in a pocket notebook.  Encourage him/her to use this personalized dictionary to edit his/her writing.

2. Help the student learn to use a spell checker on a word processing program to edit his/her own work.

Do not penalize the student for misspellings in his/her own written work.  Provide assistance as needed with correcting spelling for the final draft.

