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THE SCHOOL BOARD OF SARASOTA COUNTY, FLORIDA

PUPIL SUPPORT SERVICES

1960 Landings Boulevard
Sarasota, Florida  34231

Phone (941) 927-9000     SUNCOM 529-1128     FAX  (941) 361-6173
Michael J. McHugh, Director

Pupil Support Services

  Kathy Devlin, Supervisor

         Robyn Marinelli-Haff, Supervisor
         Sherri Reynolds, Supervisor

Exceptional Student Education

         Student Services

              School Health Services

MEMORANDUM

TO:

High School Principals








FROM:
Mike McHugh, Director



Pupil Support Services
DATE:
August 30, 2004

RE:
College Board and ACT Rules for Accommodations for Students on PSAT, SAT and ACT

Please note that the College Board and ACT changed its practices and published rules with regard to documentation needed to qualify ESE and 504 students for appropriate accommodations on their various assessments (PSAT, SAT, ACT, etc.).  Their new guidelines would appear to require more frequent psychological testing than is currently done within the school district and would seem to indicate that copies of the IEP alone may not be adequate to qualify students for accommodations. Since we routinely do not update psychological evaluations on high school students and since the majority of 504 students do not have formal psychological assessments, there is a potential for the new guidelines to pose difficulties for some of our students attempting to obtain testing accommodations.

I know that your staff members are currently working with parents to complete the accommodations form required for the upcoming PSAT assessment.  At this time, we are advising your staff to continue procedures they have utilized in the past.  The form should be completed using the same documentation we have previously used including copies of IEPs with appropriate accommodations noted, copies of 504 plans with appropriate accommodations noted, copies of psychological reports, if current, copies of medical reports verifying 504 eligibility, etc.  We believe that by providing this documentation, the school district will have met its obligation to verify that these are indeed students with an identified disability under either 504 or the IDEA and that they are entitled to appropriate test accommodations.  

If the College Board or ACT refuses to provide appropriate accommodations for students, given the information we have provided, that is an issue between the parent and the testing agency.  While we want to assist parents and students, we are not in the position to initiate wholesale psychological testing of high school students (which we do not require to provide services within the school district) simply to satisfy the College Board or ACT requirements.

We are hopeful that the College Board and ACT will be flexible and accept the documentation that we have submitted with regard to student eligibility for accommodations and that this will not become an issue.  We did, however, want to provide some guidance to your staff that is working through the process at this time.

Please see that this information is conveyed to the appropriate staff at your school.  Thank you, as always, for your support and assistance.  Please feel free to contact Ms. Devlin, Ms. Marinelli, Ms. Kuno, Mr. Gissal, or me, with any questions in this matter.

Cc:
Lori White

Barbara Chomko

Robyn Marinelli

Vickie Kuno

Tim Gissal

Kathy Devlin
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High School Assistant Principals
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School Psychologists


ESE Liaisons

