Resources for Educating Students with Visual Impairments

Websites

· http://www.lighthouse.org/educ_main.htm - Provides information about visual impairments and rehabilitation

· http://www.tsbvi.edu/ -Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired

· http://www.tsbvi.edu/math/ - Website on teaching math to visually impaired students

· http://www.viguide.com/ - A website for parents and teachers of VI students includes links of a variety of different topics (e.g., special education services)

· http://www.nyise.org/blind.htm - Blindness resource center by the New York Institute for Special Education

· http://www.loc.gov/nls/reference/blindness.html - Provides a list of resources (see below for a few)

National Organizations

American Action Fund for Blind Children and Adults

18440 Oxnard Street

Tarzana, CA 91356

(818) 343-2022

Produces and distributes Twin Vision (print-braille) books free of charge throughout the United States; a free braille weekly news magazine, Hot Line to Deaf-Blind, for individuals who are deaf-blind; and free braille calendars. Lends print-braille and braille books through the Kenneth Jernigan Library for Blind Children. 

American Council of the Blind

1155 Fifteenth Street NW, Suite 720

Washington, DC 20005

(202) 467-5081 

800-424-8666 (legislative news 6 p.m. to midnight Eastern time, Monday through Friday)

(202) 467-5085 fax

(202) 331-1058 electronic bulletin-board service

http://www.acb.org Internet 

Serves as an informational clearinghouse on blindness and provides advisory service on federal legislation. Acts as an advocate for civil rights, educational opportunities, vocational training, social security benefits, and health and social services for persons who are blind or visually impaired.
American Foundation for the Blind

Eleven Penn Plaza, Suite 300

New York, NY 10001

(212) 502-7600

800-232-5463 

(212) 502-7777 fax

afbinfo@afb.org e-mail

gopher://gopher.afb.org:5005 Internet 

Develops and provides programs and services for persons who are blind or visually impaired in the areas of public education, social and technological research, consultation and referrals, and governmental relations. Maintains a library on nonmedical aspects of visual impairment. Sells publications in print, on cassette, and in braille. AFB's National Technology Center is a centralized resource on adaptive technology. The AFB legislative information network presents details on legislation and regulations of concern to blind and visually impaired persons. The Careers and Technology Information Bank is a national data and networking resource on the competitive employment of persons who are blind or visually impaired.
Blind Children's Center

4120 Marathon Street

Los Angeles, CA 90029

(213) 664-2153

800-222-3567 in California

800-222-3566 in United States

(213) 665-3828 fax 

Provides information about toys, adaptive devices, educational materials, resources for people who are visually impaired, and the impact of visual impairment on early childhood development. Makes referrals to early intervention programs, social service agencies, advocacy groups, and self-help organizations. Produces publications for sale. 

Blind Children's Fund

2875 Northwind Drive, Suite 211

East Lansing, MI 48823-5040

(517) 333-1725

(517) 333-1730 fax 

Develops activities and programs pertaining to the growth, development, education, and welfare of infant and preschool children who are blind or visually impaired or have multiple disabilities. Disseminates information and materials. Formerly the International Institute for Visually Impaired, 0-7, Inc.
Lighthouse National Center for Vision and Child Development

111 East 59th Street

New York, NY 10022

(212) 821-9200

(212) 821-9713 TDD

800-334-5497

(212) 821-9705 fax 

Provides for the needs of children who are visually impaired and their families through professional training, technical assistance, and research. Works directly with schools, day care centers, and health and human services organizations to facilitate early identification of functional visual problems in children and to design strategies that enhance development. Conducts empirical studies and offers educational materials.

National Association for Parents of the Visually Impaired, Inc.

P.O. Box 317

Watertown, MA 02272-0317

800-562-6265

(617) 972-7444 fax 

Addresses the needs of parents and families of children who are visually impaired, provides information about care, treatment, and quality services. Promotes public understanding of the needs and rights of children with visual impairments. 

National Association for Visually Handicapped

22 West 21st Street, 6th Floor

New York, NY 10010

(212) 889-3141

(212) 727-2931 fax 

3201 Balboa Street

San Francisco, CA 94121

(415) 221-3201 

Acts as a clearinghouse for information on services for individuals who have low vision and advocates to protect their civil rights. Offers counseling to persons with low vision, to families with members who are visually impaired, and to professionals who work with them. Offers publications and maintains a large-print loan library in San Francisco.
State Agencies That Administer Rehabilitation Services and Special

Education
Direct services provided through state-level departments of rehabilitation (listed first) may include diagnosis and evaluation of eye health, counseling and social work services, pre-vocational evaluation and vocational training and placement, job retention and job retraining, and low-vision services and assistive devices. These agencies also administer the vending facilities programs in each state. Direct services provided through state-level special education departments include consultation with and referral to local school districts and development of Individualized Education Programs (IEPs).

FLORIDA

Division of Blind Services 

2540 Executive Center Circle West

Douglas Building, Suite 203

Tallahassee, FL 32399

(904) 488-1330

(904) 487-1804 fax 
Florida Department of Education

Bureau of Student Services and Exceptional Education

Florida Education Center, Suite 614

Tallahassee, FL 32399-0400

(904) 488-1106
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